THE VICTORIANS AND AFTER
Radical-minded tenants the threat of eviction In the now settled hierarchy of landlord, tenant and landless labourer, the last alone got little benefit from the rising prosperity. With wages at ten or twelve shillings a week, and the bye-mdustnes as good as dead, he had no hopes as his grandfather had had, of himself becoming a farmer The energetic migrated or emigrated, the rural population fell from twenty to ten per cent of the whole between 1831 and 1871 The more inert remained docile until 1870, when Joseph Arch founded the Agricultural Labourers3 Union But Arch was fifteen years too late
It was a fat age, during which the deeper social problems seemed almost to have been solved 9 and the novelists ignored them To Meredith and Trollope the social scene is shut off below the upper middle class, although the Shaftesburys and Kingsleys are still fighting for the oppressed
Only a few had misgivings While Arnold denounced the Philistine, more materially-minded men caught some vision of the future at the Exhibition of 1867 The foreigner was coming along at a great pace, indeed in some lines he had already outstripped this country and threatened our supremacy But their warnings fell on deaf ears In 1871, The Times leader-writer said "We can look at the present with undisturbed satisfaction Turn where we may we find in our commerce no traces of decadence "
ui     1873-96
The economic frost which stole over England after 18733 and persisted with minor relaxations until the end of the nineties was once known as the Great Depression But except for the fall in prices and save in a few industries, it is doubtful if the name is appropriate It might be nearer the mark to call It the age of Imperial Transformation
^ For one thing, even in the most desperate penods, production on the whole was rising If the output of iron rose no more than fourteen per cent, steel increased from half a million tons to over three million, while coal passed from an average 120 million tons to 180 millions In textiles, too, the
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